SOVIET UNDERSTANDING
firmly in extreme youjfh. The Non-conformist attitude,
both on account of its "truth," i.e., its accurate re-
flection of social evil, and on account of its positive
hostility to all attempts at radical change from the
direction in which man is doomed to walk since the
Fall of Adam, is, from the point of view of any
scientific perspective, such as Communism, quite
insidious. With its pathetic scorn of the real world, its
diverting of valuable energy into devotional hopings
for "pie in the sky when you die," it forms a kind of
imponderable intellectual block, surmountable only by
what Pareto called "logical derivations," or word-
twistings, those gymnastics for which post-Medieval
Christianity is notorious.
Non-conformists regard Russia as an unthinkable
Bedlam of Sin. On the other hand, Russians disbelieve
in the basic sinfulness of the world. Every evil what-
soever, for the simple Communist, can and must be
stamped out by the collective ingenuity of mankind.
Evil, for the Nonconformist, must be patiently en-
dured, as part of the eternal punishment of man by the
dear Lord. There is no reconciliation between these
two views other than by means of verbal jugglery.
Only the Church of England or the Archbishop of
Canterbury is capable of such a feat, but the Church is
far too deeply concerned with its own varieties of
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